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I hate the signs of local economic recession evident in our community.

In Southwest Riverside County, both jobs and revenue are leaving our area. Riverside County took a $20
million hit in lost revenue just last year. Unemployment hovers around 15 percent countywide and
foreclosures are double the national average.

My experience as a local Realtor tells me that the broader economy will eventually turn around, but I
also know that the national recovery will take longer than people realize and more pain lies ahead. The
best thing we can do while we wait for the national economy to right itself is focus on what we can do
right here at home to create jobs and investment.

When a private, credible company wants to invest tens of millions of dollars of private money in our
region, we should not only listen, we should focus on whatever we can do to help them create jobs and
invest in our community now. We need jobs and local private investment now more than ever.

I first heard a presentation to a Murrieta-Temecula group about the proposed Liberty Quarry in 2005. As
a group, we investigated the proposal and considered the pros and cons before eventually formally
adopting a resolution of support for the project. As local business leaders, we all have made a significant
investment in our communities, raised our families here and want to ensure that our local quality of life
is preserved and protected. We believe that the Granite Construction Company investment in our
community will create needed jobs and local investment that will help strengthen our local economy.
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The Riverside County environmental review of the quarry project clearly shows that the region will be
better off with Liberty Quarry than without it. There will be no significant impacts because of the
operations. The residents of Temecula and Murrieta will not see it, hear it, feel it or otherwise know that
the project is there. Monitoring of the Rosemary's Quarry in Northern San Diego County further
demonstrates no impacts to neighboring communities.

Critics shout about how the project will destroy local tourism and property values but such fears are
simply not supported by facts or experience elsewhere. Tourism thrives in other regions where there are
far more quarries in operation. The Palm Springs resorts region has 14 operating quarries, most of which
are plainly visible from the I-10 highway through the Coachella Valley. And hundreds of upscale homes
have sprung up within a few hundred yards of Granite’s Indio Quarry.

I have been involved in the real estate industry for over 30 years. I know what impacts property values
and it isn't a project that you can't see or hear. Property values are impacted by street location, quality of
schools, size, condition, economic cycles and interest rates. Property values in Temecula and Murrieta
will not be impacted by Liberty Quarry. They have been hit by the recession, and it will take a turn in
the local economy for them to recover dramatically. To have a positive impact on property values in our
area, we must turn our attention to job creation and economic recovery.

Wisdom is only a curse for the man who does nothing with it. Open the door to local jobs and
investment now.

Olden "O.B." Johnson is a commercial real estate broker in Murrieta.

Copyright 2010 North County Times - Californian.  All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Posted in Commentary on Thursday, August 26, 2010 12:00 am | Tags: Cal, Community Forum, Opinion
Share This Story

Discuss Print Email ShareThis

Other Stories

FORUM: Menifee's measure 'DD' illegitimate in many ways
FORUM: Misinformation about the drought
FORUM: Plastic bag ban a reasonable solution
FORUM: Proposed wireless exemptions are wrong
FORUM: Why we don't need Liberty Quarry
What is a city manager?
FORUM: New zoning not properly debated

http://www.nctimes.com/app/terms/
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary
http://www.nctimes.com/topic/?k=%22cal%22&d1=&d2=&s=start_time&sd=desc&l=50&f=html&sForm=false&sHeading=Cal
http://www.nctimes.com/topic/?k=%22community%20forum%22&d1=&d2=&s=start_time&sd=desc&l=50&f=html&sForm=false&sHeading=Community%20Forum
http://www.nctimes.com/topic/?k=%22opinion%22&d1=&d2=&s=start_time&sd=desc&l=50&f=html&sForm=false&sHeading=Opinion
javascript:void(0)
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_765630e7-f9e5-5d72-a20e-58efa9ab6d21.html?mode=comments
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_765630e7-f9e5-5d72-a20e-58efa9ab6d21.html?print=1
http://www.nctimes.com/app/scripts/ajaxModules/email-to-friend.php?title=FORUM:%20Open%20door%20to%20local%20jobs,%20credible%20companies%20%20&url=http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_765630e7-f9e5-5d72-a20e-58efa9ab6d21.html
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_3607dac2-b040-5617-9ac0-706bf025b355.html
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_24045ca2-29f0-5b53-8913-544299b718f7.html
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_317ed41e-e93b-5721-bab3-f0cb31823e25.html
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_9ed15dbc-d3dd-560b-955d-2aad23b8d606.html
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_6e4273be-58f3-5107-909e-e18aeac1fd10.html
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_515823a5-25bc-5275-86f6-12f54b7202a8.html
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_8be1b26e-2f4b-592a-ba45-80920a898b81.html


8/30/10 12:18 AMFORUM: Open door to local jobs, credible companies

Page 3 of 3http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_765630e7-f9e5-5d72-a20e-58efa9ab6d21.html

Sponsored Links
See MLS Property Values
Know What Your Property is Worth Check Any U.S.
Address For Free.
www.Online-Home-Values.com

See Local Property Values
See The True Value Of Your Property. Free Service,
No Obligations.
PropertyValues.Reply.com

Flights to Palm Springs CA
Compare Cheap Flights to Palm Springs CA & Save
Airfare upto 65%.
www.TripMama.com

Ads by Yahoo!

http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html

